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Statement 
The Village Pre-school E17 takes incidents of biting very seriously and will work with the 
child and their parents/carers to deal with the issue 
 
 
Method 
For each biting incident, The Village Pre-school E17 will take into account the age of the 
child and suspected reason for the biting. 

 In many cases a child will go through a biting phase which may last for weeks. 

The Village Pre-school E17 staff will do their best to stop the biting and be aware of the 
situation. 

Staff will also comfort the child who was bitten, wash the bite, apply a cold compress, or 
ice wrapped in a cloth. The incident will be documented. 

When biting behaviour persists, a close eye will be kept on the child. If necessary, a 
child will be shadowed by a staff member to prevent further biting incidents. 

The nominated person for Behaviour Management is Kelly Girling (Manager) and she, 
in partnership with the parent/carer and key person, will draw up a behaviour plan and 
try to identify a pattern or reason for biting. 



Most biting occurs between the ages of 13 and 30 months and should stop around the 
age of three. After age three, if the biting continues to happen, it may be a more serious 
situation that may require professional help since after the age of three, biting often 
accompanies other aggressive behaviours such as hitting. 

Biting causes more upset feelings than any other behaviour in childcare settings. 

Because it seems so primitive, we tend to react differently to biting than we do to hitting, 
grabbing or other aggressive acts. 

It is upsetting and potentially dangerous; it is important for carers and parents to address 
the behaviour when it occurs., Though it is “normal” for infants and toddlers to mouth 
people and toys, and for many two year old's to try biting, most do not continue after the 
age of three. Young children bite out of frustration to get what they want, such as a toy 
from another child. 

Biting is natural behaviour for very young children. They often do not yet have the social 
awareness to control this behaviour when it is directed against others. 

 A young child is still limited in their ability to express themselves through language. 

They are socially unsophisticated and not attuned to feelings of peers and the finer 
points of social interaction. Furthermore, in the very young child, teething may be 
occurring and like the baby who gums objects, the child may be trying to relieve the 
discomfort in one way of another. 

The parent of the biter may be concerned that they child may be expelled for the pre-
school and may be concerned about what the parents of the child who was bitten may 
be thinking or feeling. The pre-school will aim to work with the parent through the 
behaviour plan to prevent the child biting again. 

Here at The Village Pre-school E17, we strive to set up any environment that will serve 
to decrease incidents of biting. (Adult/child ratios etc.). However, despite these best 
efforts, whenever young children are grouped together it is inevitable that biting will 
occasionally occur. 

If biting occurs staff will: 

1. Respond calmly. 

2. Comfort and tend the child who has been bitten. 

3. Remove the child who has bitten from the situation. Talk to the child who has bitten, 
making it clear that the behaviour is unacceptable in an age appropriate way. Comfort 
the child if necessary and try to help them to understand the situation. 

4. Fill out an incident report detailing date and time of the incident, circumstances of the 
incident, nature of injury and treatment given. 

5. Verbally inform both parents/carers of the incident separately in private at collection 
time. 



6. Draw up 2 copies of the incident report to show both sets of parent/carers separately 
and request a signature from each to conform the incident has been reported. 

7. If biting incidents persist or become more frequent, then we will work together to 
implement the IEP as planned by the nominated behaviour management person. 

Staff will not: 

1. Reprimand the child inappropriately, i.e. by shouting, belittling or placing on a naughty 
chair /step etc. 

2. Ostracise the child in any way. 

3. Gossip about the incidents. 
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